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REVIEWS AND MISCELLANY. 



THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE. 



The following account of the session of the International Statistical 
Institute is reprinted from the October Number of the Board of 
Trade Journal (London) : — 

The biennial session of the International Statistical Institute, which 
has recently been held at St. Petersburg, is the sixth meeting that 
has taken place since the foundation of the Institute in its present 
form in 1885. Previous meetings have been held at Rome, Paris, 
Vienna. Chicago, and Berne. St. Petersburg had already been pro- 
posed as a place of meeting in 1891 ; and in 1895 a renewed invita- 
tation was received from the Russian government through M. Troin- 
itsky, Director of the Central Committee for Statistics at St. Peters- 
burg, to hold the next session there in 1897. A special reason for 
selecting St. Petersburg for the present meeting lay in the fact that 
the census of the Russian Empire, the largest that has as yet been 
taken by bulletin as compared with list censuses, was to be taken 
early in the present year. 

No less than eleven nationalities were represented there by forty- 
one members of the Institute, namely, French 10, Russian 9, 
German 6, Austrian 5, British 3, Italian 2, United States 2, Danish, 
Norwegian, Swedish, and Roumanian, 1 each. In addition there 
were 8 French and 1 Roumanian Government delegates who were 
not members of the Institute, and there were also 43 invited mem- 
bers, mainly officials and statisticians belonging to the various Russian 
administrations. 

The session was opened on the 18th of August last by H.I.H. the 
Grand Duke Constantine Constantinovitch, Honorary President, 
whose father, the Grand Duke Constantine Nicolaievitch, had pre- 
sided twenty-five years previously at the Statistical Congress at St. 
Petersburg. 

The Grand Duke delivered an address of welcome, in which he 
described the objects of the Institute, and expressed especially his 
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regret that Sir Rawson W. Rawson was compelled to be absent on 
account of ill health. 

In the course of his opening speech he reminded his hearers of 
the opinions held by his father, who was Admiral of the Russian 
fleet, to the effect that statistics which threw a light upon social phe- 
nomena might be compared to the lighthouses which in the darkness 
of the night illumine the path of the mariner. He referred in flat- 
tering terms to Qu6telet, the author of Social Physics, who was the 
founder of the Statistical Congress in 1853, and who was present at 
the meeting held in St. Petersburg in 1872, and stated that the work 
of the Statistical Congress was being continued with advantage and 
benefit to the social community by the International Institute, which 
included the highest statistical authorities in Europe and America, 
and had spared no effort to perfect statistical methods, to carry on 
the most useful inquiries, to introduce uniformity in trade statistics, 
and in general to facilitate the establishment and the development of 
international statistics. He called attention to the great success 
which had attended the census enumeration of the Russian Empire, 
an operation which necessitated the services of an army of 150,000 
collectors, who, working over an extent of territory amounting to 
nearly the sixth part of the globe, registered by family bulletin, per- 
son by person, and classified by groups, a population of 129,211,000 
souls. When the Congress was held at St. Petersburg in 1872 the 
population of the Russian Empire was estimated at only 90,000,000. 

M. Emile Levasseur, Vice-President of the Institute, in the absence 
of Sir Rawson W. Rawson, thanked the Grand Duke, in the name of 
the Institute, for his welcome to St. Petersburg, and referred to the 
absence of the President through ill-health, and to the death of the 
following members of the Institute since the previous session, viz., 
Dr. Mouat, Gen. Francis A. Walker, Mr. John Biddulph Martin, Pro- 
fessor Louis Cossa, M. Jacques Costa, M. Leon Say, and Dr. Engel. 

M. Levasseur in addition sketched the rise of the International 
Statistical Institute, founded on the basis of the International 
Statistical Congress, which, from 1853 to 1878, had rendered most 
useful service to statistical science. He touched upon the question 
of the composition of the Institute, and called attention to the fact 
that, although it was an unofficial and perfectly independent body, 
this did not militate against the cordiality of the relations existing 
between it and the various public administrations, for it rendered the 
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most valuable assistance to the latter, an assistance which is not only 
highly appreciated by them, but which can be more effectively given 
by the Institute than by the old system of International Congress. 

Addresses followed by the representatives of the Russian Govern- 
ment, viz., the Minister of Agriculture and Domains, the President 
of the Committee of Organization, M. Troinitsky, the Vice-President 
of the Geographical Society, and the delegate from the University 
of St. Petersburg. 

At the close of the sitting a telegram of regret for his absence was 
forwarded to Sir Rawson W. Rawson, and the following sections 
were organized, dealing with various subjects as under : — 

1st Section — Methodology, Population, Law, and Historical Sta- 
tistics. 

2d Section — Agriculture and Landed Property. 

3d Section — Industry, Trade, Colonies, Precious Metals. 

4th Section — Finance, Credit, Savings Banks, etc. 

Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G., acted as Treasurer, and Signor Bodio 
as General Secretary. 

Among the more notable papers read at the session were : " On 
the General Census of the Russian Empire taken on 28th January, 
1897," by M. Troinitsky; papers by MM. Neymarck, Scharling, 
Hendricks, and Schmoller ; " Report of the Committee on Personal 
Property, with an examination into the best statistical methods to be 
employed for the valuation of the capital and revenue of national 
and international property " ; " Report of the Committee on Com- 
mercial Statistics," by Mr. A. E. Bateman ; " On the Organization 
of Civil Judicial Statistics," by -Mr. McDonell ; and " Report of the 
Committee on Agricultural Statistics and Production and Price of 
Cereals," by Major Craigie. 

A noticeable feature of the session just concluded was the large 
number of Russian papers read, and this was not only an interesting 
feature, but a very welcome one. The official returns of the Russian 
Empire being published in Russian, it has hitherto been difficult, by 
those who are unacquainted with the language, to obtain a proper ap- 
preciation of them ; the reading of these papers, therefore, was instru. 
mental in bringing into prominence many valuable statistical data 
and in affording facilities for drawing some interesting comparisons 
between the various social phenomena of Russia and those of other 
countries. 
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At the meeting on Friday, August 2 2d, Mr. A. E. Bateman pre- 
sented the report of the Commercial Statistics Committee, in which 
it was stated that it was the sixth time that the attention of that com- 
mittee had been drawn to the methods employed by European coun- 
tries and the United States on the following points : — 

1. The method of registering imports and exports, on the one hand 
according to countries of first origin and ultimate destination, and on 
the other hand according to the countries from which and to which 
they are directly imported and exported. 

2. The method of valuation of imports and exports according to 
declarations of importers and exporters, or according to the values 
made by official committees, ad hoc. 

3. The methods of classification of imports and exports by catego- 
ries (raw materials, manufactures, etc). 

The divergency of method on these three points has always been 
very marked, and showed little prospect of diminishing. Failing 
agreement, the next best thing was to keep well in view the differ- 
ences which still exist, so that allowances may be made for them in 
comparing the trade statistics of various countries. Mr. Bateman 
therefore proposed to publish in the .Bulletin the tables which he had 
drawn up to illustrate the various methods employed in the different 
countries. 

M. Pallain, the Director-General of Customs in France, who was, 
at the close of the meeting, elected a member, proposed to add to the 
Standing Committee on Import and Export Statistics the question of 
unifying the statistics of parcel post imports and exports, a trade 
which has only sprung up of late years, but bids fair to become of 
great importance to commerce. Major Craigie, of the Board of Ag- 
riculture, presented a communication which was in relation to the 
methods of drawing up agricultural statistics in three tables, referring 
respectively to the area under corn crops and to the number of cattle 
and sheep. 

Four subjects of interest, viz., Bimetallism, Protection, Bounties, 
and Dealings in Futures, though not specially excluded from the list 
of subjects to be approached, were really left untouched by the 
discussions, which, on the whole, were eminently business-like and 
practical. 

The example of M. Juglar, of Paris, and M. Kbrbsi, of Budapest, 
who, in a previous year, made donations of 1000 francs and 800 
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francs, respectively, was followed by M. Olanesco, of Roumania, from 
whom a gift of 1000 francs to the Institute's funds was announced. 

At the election of the Bureau for the following two years, owing 
to some misconception, it was understood that Sir Rawson W. Raw- 
son was very desirous of not being re-elected as president, but at the 
last moment it became known that he would be willing to place his 
services at the disposal of the Institute. His re-election was gener- 
ally approved, as it tided over a difficulty of selection. The three 
vice-presidents re-elected were MM. Levasseur, Lexis, and Troin- 
itsky. Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G., was elected Treasurer in the 
place of Mr. John Biddulph Martin, deceased, and Signor Bodio was 
re-elected General Secretary. 

In the last meeting of the biennial session the International Insti- 
tute usually selects the place of its next meeting, and it was an- 
nounced that the Norwegian Government had offered, through M. 
Kiaer, one of the most useful and prominent members of the Insti- 
tute, and Director of the Statistical Bureau of Norway, to receive 
the members at Christiania in 1899. This proposition was accepted 
with acclamation, the members congratulating themselves on the 
prospect of holding their deliberations in a country the statistics of 
which may be cited as models of excellence. 



AN INQUIRY INTO POVERTY. 



The Charity Organization Society of New York has performed a 
useful service to society in turning over to a special Committee on 
Statistics the records of 500 cases, representing applicants on their 
books, assisted in 1890 and subsequent years. 

The table dealing with Conjugal Condition .corresponds fairly well 
with what is found in the usual reports of the Charity Organization 
Society. The figures in regard to Age are not regarded as very in- 
structive. The table on Size of Family is more novel and is here 
reproduced. 





Size of Family. 
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Percentage. 


No Children .... 135 
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11 
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Total .... 500 100. 



